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Interviewer Mrs, Bernice Bowden

Person interviewed Tors Windham
723 Missouri, Pine Hluff, Arkansas
Age___ 92

*T was twenty-ons years old when the war was settled, My mother and
my grandmother kep' my ags up and after the death of them I knowed how to
handle it myself,

"My old master's neme was Butler and he was pretty fair to his
darkiss, He give em plenty to eat and wear,

*I was born and raised in Indian Territory and emigrated from thers to
Atlanta, Ceorgia when I was about twelve or thirteen, We lived right in
Atlanta. I cleaned up round the house, Yes ma'm, that's what I followed.
When the Yankees came to Atlanta they just forced us into the ammy. After
I got into the army and got used to it, it was fun -- just like meat and
bread., Yankees treated me good. I was sorry when it brokes up, When the
bugle bdlowed we knowed our business. Sometimes, the ags I is now, I wish
I was in 1t, Father Abraham Lincoln was our Presidente I knowed the war
was to free the colored folks, I run away from my white folks is how come
I was in the Yankee army. I was in the artillery. That deefened me a
whole lot and I lost these two fingers on my left hand — that's all of
ry joints that got brokse

®Boefore the war my white folks was good to us, I had a better time
than I got now,

"My father and mother was sold away from ms, tut old

mistress couldn't rest without em and went and got em backs



They stayed right thsre till they diede Us folks was treated welle I
think we should have cur liberty ceuse us ain't hogs or horses -- us is
human flesh,

"then I was with the Yankees, I done soms livin',

*I went to school two months in my life. I should a gone longsr tut I
found vhere I could get next to a dollar so I quite If I had education now
it might a dons me some good,

*I ussd to be in a drass bande I like a brass band, don't make no
difference where I hear it,

*Thers was one song we played when I was in the armmy. It was:

'Rasslin Jacod, don't wesp
Woeepin' Mary, don't weep.
Befare I'a be a slave
I'd be bturied in my grave,
Go home to my father and be saved,*
The Rebels was hot after us then. Another one we used to sing was:

My old mistress promised me
¥hen she die, she'd set ms free,.'

®Arter the war I continued to work around the white folks and yes ma'm,
I seen the Ku Klux many a time, They bothersd me somstimss but they soon let
ms alons, They was a few Yankess about and they coms together and mads the
Ku Klux stay in their places

*One time aftsr the war I went to Ohio and stayed three months dut it
was too cold for ms. Man I worked@ for was named Harper and as good a man
as ever broks a piece of bread,

*I cams back South and learned how to farm, I been here in this
country of Arkansas a long time, I hoped clean up this place (Pine Eluff)
and make a town of it.



Se

*T got a daughter and two sisters alive in Africa today -—- in Liberia.
I went thers after we was free, I liked it, Just the thoughts of bein®
where Christ traveled —— that's the good pert of ite They furnished us
transportation to go to Africa after ths war and a lot of ths colored folks
wante I cams back cause I had a lot of kin here, tut I sent my daughter

and two sisters there and thoy're alive there today.*
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Subject Ex-Slave

Stol'yo

!y master was an Indian, Lewis Butler of Oklahoma, I wes

—

born ard raised in luskogee, COkla,

All of rsrse Butler's people were Creek Indiars. They
cired a large plartation and raised vegetatles., They lived
in tepces, nad floors ard were set on a lot and a wall
boerded up arcu=zd thems This was done so that they could
nide the sl=ves they hed stolen,

I was t.elve or thirteen jears old, when the Indians

hzd a small wars They wouldnt allow,us to fight. If we
did, e were purished, Trey had a place and rade us worke
I wert to school two wontns also a littile at night.

Cant reed ror writes I an all alore r.ow here in America,

I have a daugktier in Bthiopia, teachirg school, also

tiio sisterss

I served in severel wers end I hieve been to Ethiopia.

e left !‘onrce, la., took water, then went beck by gun=-
boat to Celveston, The Goverm:ert took us over and brought
us back, After the Civil war wes over the Indians let the

slaves go.

Ton ‘Vindhen
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I had an Indian wife and wore Indian dress and when I went
to i/ilford, Tern., I had to send the outfit hone to Ckla,
I had lorg heir until 1921,

Ly Indians believed in our God, They held their meetings
in a large tent. Thoy believed in salvation and damnetion,
and in Eeaven and Hell.

liy idea of Heaven is that it is a holy place with God,

e.will walk in Heaven just as on earth. As in him we
telieve, so shall we see,

The earth shall burn, and the old ezrth shall pass away
and the rew7 ecrth will be createds The saints will return
ard live or, that is the ores who go away novie

Tne new earth is when Jesus will cone to earth and reign,
Zvery ore has iwo spirits. Cne that God kills and the
otker an evil spirits I have had com-unication with nmy dead

7ife twice sirce I been ir Pine Bluff. Her spirit come to
e at night, callirng ne, askirg whar wuz baby?

Thatl reant our daughter wwhut is across the water.

1y first wifes ranme was ‘rla ‘7indhem. Xy second wife

w58 just pnrt Indian., I have scon spirits of friends just
as they were put away. I shore belicve in ghosts. Their
larguage is different from ours. I knew ny wife's voice

ccuse site czlled re "Tomy™e

Information by Tom Windham
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lece of residence 1221 Goorgia St, Age 87
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"Yos ma'm , I believe in spirits = you got two spirits = one
bad and one good, and when you die ycur b2d spitit here om this
earthe

Now my mother ccmas to ses me once in awhils at night. She
been dead till her tones is bleached, but shs comes and tells me
to be a good beye I alzays been obedient to 0ld and ycunge She
tell ms to bs good and she barnish from mse

My grandmotaer been t5 e me cncee

0ld Father Abraham Lincoln, I%ve seen him since he been
dead toce I got a gun old Father Abrzham give me right out o*
his own hand at Vicksburgs I'm goin® tc keep it till I die tcoe

Yes ma®m, I know they is spiritse

This informaticn given by___Tcm Windhom (e )
Place of Residence 723 Missouri St. Pine Bluff, Arke

OccupationNore AGE 92




